JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
ENGLISH LITERATURE
CLASS -VIII
KRISHNA'S BIRTH
Introduction: Students today we will read the story of "KRISHNA'S BIRTH ". lt is a very   interesting story about how Krishna was  born and the problems that took place before his birth , so read it carefully.
TEXT
Old king Ugrasena of Mathura had two children, Prince Kamsa and Pincess Devaki. Princess Devaki wa to wed a noblemen named Vasudeva. 

Out of the love he bore for his sister , Kamsa decided to be the bride and groom's charioteer for the day . While Kamsa drove the chariot, a voice from heavens boomed , informing Kamsa that Devaki' s eighth son would be his slayer.

Kamsa was superstitious and would take no chances. He wanted to strike down Devaki. Not wanting to have the blood of his sister on his hands, Kamsa placed them under house arrest.

EXPLANATION:
Ugrasena was the king of Mathura. He had two children Kamsa and Devaki. Prince Kamsa was a merciless king. Kamsa loved his sister very much, so he decided to be the chariot driver of Devaki and Vasudeva. While he was on the way a loud deep sound from heaven informed Kamsa that Devaki's eighth son would be his killer. Kamsa was a superstitious person and didn’t  want to take any chances.  He wanted to kill Devaki ,but Vasudeva interrupted him and requested Kamsa not to kill Devaki. He promised Kamsa that if he would not kill Devaki they will hand over their each born child to him. Kamsa also loved his sister and didn’t  want her blood on his hands. He agreed and placed them under house arrest (jail).

Word Meanings

Ruthless 
- 
merciless

Tyrant

- 
cruel ruler

Boomed
- 
a loud deep sound 

TEXT 

Every time a child was born, the guards would inform Kamsa and he would take the child and kill it. . The seventh child was born at night, and Devaki and Vasudeva decided to try to save the child.

He went to the neighbouring village, Gokul, and left the child with Yashoda, the wife of a good man. He quickly returned to the place (this child was named Balrama). In the morning he sent word to Kamsa that the child was still born.

Kamsa was pleased, he knew the next child was prophesied to be his slayer. Not wanting to take chances with the birth of eighth child, Kamsa had Vasudeva and Devaki thrown into the dungeon, chained.

EXPLANATION:
Every time when a child was born, the gaurds would inform Kamsa and he would take the child from Devaki and Vasudeva and kill them. In this way he killed the six children of Devaki and Vasudeva.  But the seventh child was born at night and they decided to save it. They saw that the guards were asleep, Vesudeva secretly slid out of the palace and went to the neighbouring village named Gokul, and left the child with Yashoda who was the wife of a good man and quickly returned to the palace (this child was named Balrama). In next morning he informed Kamsa that the child was still born. But Kamsa was not worried because he knew that the eighth child would be his slayer.  Not wanting to take  a chance, Kamsa thrown them into an underground prison. 

Word Meanings 

Superstitious
- 
believe blindly in something 

Intervened
- 
interrupted 

Undetected
-
not discovered 

Dungeon
-  
underground prison

TEXT 

The eighth child was born on the eighth night of the month of Shravan. He was Krishna. It was raining heavily and the skies thundered as if the Gods were trying to pay homage to the new born child. Then a miracle occurred. Vasudeva's chains fell off and the prison door opened by itself. Vasudeva found the guards to be asleep.

Picking up the child, Vasudeva placed him in a basket. He then carried the basket on his head and made his way to Gokul. Now Gokul was on a the bank of the river Yumana. Because of the thunder and the rain, the river Yumana was flooded. Wondering how he would cross the river, Vasudeva prayed for a miracle. The waters of the Yamuna parted and made way for him. 

EXPLANATION:
The eighth child was born on the eighth night of Shravan month. The night was so dark and it was raining heavily with thunder as the Gods want to give respect to the  child .Then suddenly a miracle happened,  Vasudeva's chains opened up and  the  guards were fell asleep.  So he decided to escape with the child and leave him at his friend Nanda's place in Gokul, Vesudeva placed the child in a  basket and carried the basket on his head and moved towards Gokul. Gokul was on the opposite bank of the river Yumana. It was the rainy season and due to rain and thunder the river was flooded. Vesudava was worried and prayed for a miracle. The water of Yamuna moved apart and made way for him. He crossed the river and reached Gokul. 

Word Meanings

Homage
-
respect

Parted

-
moved apart

Miracle
-
magic

TEXT
On reaching Nanda's house in Gokul, Vasudeva realised that Nanda's wife Yashoda had given birth to a baby girl. While Nanda and Yashoda were asleep, he placed his child in the cradle and took Nanda's daughter.. He made the journey back to Mathura and took the baby girl with him. As soon as Vasudeva reached the dungeon, the dungeon doors closed behind him and the baby girl started to cry

Hearing the news, Kamsa rushed to the dungeon and picked up the child and was about to dash it to the ground. Vasudeva begged Kamsa not to kill the child as it was only a girl and that a girl could do him no harm. The wicked Kamsa paid no heed and dashed the baby to the floor. As the baby was about to hit the floor, it suddenly flew up and told Kamsa that the one who was born to kill him was alive and lived in Gokul. Then she disappeared.

EXPLANATION
On reaching  Nanda's house, Vesudeva came to know that Nanda's wife Yashoda had given birth to a baby girl. Nanda and Yashoda were asleep, he placed the child in the  cradle and took Nanda's daughter. He thought that since it was a baby girl,  Kamsa would not kill her Then he returned to the Mathura with the baby girl. As soon as he reached the underground prison, doors were closed and the baby girl started to cry. When the guards heard the cry they ran and informed Kamsa about the birth of the eighth child.  Hearing the news Kamsa reached towards the prison and picked up the child  and was about to throw the child to the ground. Vasudeva begged Kamsa not to kill the child as it was only a baby girl. But the cruel Kamsa didn't pay attention and threw the baby on the floor.  As the baby was about to hit the floor, it suddenly flew up and told Kamsa that his slayer was born and alive and lived in Gokul, and disappeared. 

Word Meanings

Presumed
-
supposed

Heed

-
attention

WORKSHEET

Answer the following short questions:-

1-Who was Ugrasena? How many children did he have? Name them. 

2-Why did Kamsa decided to be the charioteer?

3-What was the prediction?

4-Describe the miracles which occurred at the birth of the eighth child?

5-What did the miracles signify?

6-How do we know Kamsa was superstitious?

7-What did Vasudeva realise when he reached Nanda's house in Gokul?

8-Why did Vasudeva beg Kamsa not to kill the eighth child?

9-How did Vasudeva save the seventh child?

10-What happened when Kamsa dashed the baby girl on the floor?

FILL IN THE BLANKS:
Picking up the child ,Vasudeva placed him in a ........... . He then carried  the basket on his head and made his way to ........... . Now Gokul was on the opposite bank of the river  ........ Because of the thunder and rain , the river Yamuna was ......... ......... Wondering how he would cross the  river , Vasudeva prayed for a miracle . The water of the Yumana parted and made way for him. Vasudeva crossed the .... and reached Gokul. 

CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER:
1-Princess Devaki was wedded with 

(a) Nagdeva  (b)Vasudeva (c)Krishndava (d) Rudradava

2-Vasudeva made his way to 

(a) Gokul (b) Mathura (c)Vrindavan (d) Agar 

3-The name of the seventh child was
(a) Shiva (b) Balram (c) Deoram (d) Sriram 

4-Nanda' s wife’s name was 

( a) Radha ( b) Rukmini ( c) Meera ( d) Yashoda 

5-which child of Devki would be the slayer of Kamsa?

(a) first ( b) third ( c) eighth (d) fifth 

MATCH THE  FOLLOWING:-

1- Kamsa          


Nanda's wife

2- Devaki           


Sarvan month

3- Yashoda        


Prince of Mathura 

4- Ugrasena       


Vasudeva's wife 

5- Eight child was born in        
King of Mathura 
