JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
CLASS 7

ENGLISH LITERATURE
THE ASS HAS NO BRAIN
Introduction:
Students,  today we will read the story 'The Ass Has No Brain'. This story comes under the category of "FABLES" where a story is told through the actions of animals. It is a very interesting story, so read it carefully.

TEXT  1

Once upon a time, there lived an old lion who was, of course, the king of the jungle. However, he was old and he could not hunt for food. With each passing day he grew weaker and weaker. He realized that he needed an assistant to bring him his food, else he would surely die. 

He thought that a fox would be the best person to hire in this situation. He summoned the fox and offered him the post of Minister because he was so clever. The fox did not trust the lion, but he could not refuse the king. He agreed and the lion was pleased.

EXPLANATION:
Once upon a time, there lived an old lion. The lion, the king of the forest had grown old. He became weak & due to this, he couldn't hunt for his food. With each passing day he become more and more weak. He realized that like this he couldn't live for long.. After much of the though process, ultimately he decided that he should have an assistant. The lion thought that the fox would be the best person to handle this situation, he called the fox an offered him the post of Minister because he was so clever. The fox didn't trust the lion but he couldn't even refuse the lion, so he agreed and the lion was pleased.

WORD MEANING

Assistant
 - 
helper 
Summoned
 - 
called
Pleased
-  
happy
TEXT 2
The old lion told the fox that as he was the king of the jungle, he should not have to hunt for his food. Therefore, the fox's first duty as Minister was to bring him an animal to eat every day. 

The fox went out to find an animal and came across a fat ass. He told the ass that the king of the jungle had invited the ass to act as his Chief Minister and had been searching for him for days. But the ass was scared of the lion and told the fox that he was not fit to be Chief Minister. The fox flattered the ass, praising the fact that he was so wise and hardworking. And so he convinced the ass to go along with him.

EXPLANATION:
The lion told the fox that he was the king of the jungle, he shouldn't have to hunt his food. Therefore it is the fox's duty to bring an animal for him every day. After the conversation,  the fox went out to find an animal for the lion. On the way, he met a fat ass and told the ass that he had been looking for him for the past many days because the king of the jungle had invited the ass for the post of Chief Minister. But the ass was afraid of the lion, so he told the fox that he didn’t think he was fit enough to be a minister .The fox flattered the ass and told him that he has many qualities. The king has chosen him because he was wise and hard working. In this way he convinced the ass, and the ass got ready to go along with him. 

WORD MEANING:-

 Flattered 
-
 falsely praised

Convinced 
- 
made someone agree

TEXT 3
When they reached the lion's den, the poor ass's nerve failed him again and he refused to move forward. The fox informed the lion that his new Chief Minister was feeling shy. So the lion himself came forward. The poor ass ran for his life. The lion was very angry. The fox told him to be patient and leave it to him.

 The fox went back to the ass and told him that if the lion had wanted to kill him, he could easily have done so before. He said that the lion had approached him to share some secret that he did not want the fox to hear. He tempted the ass telling him that he would be very powerful as the lion's second in command. In this way, the fox managed to entice the ass to go back to the lion. 

EXPLANATION:
As soon as they reach the lion's den, the ass got afraid and refused to move forward. At this the fox inform the lion that the new Chief Minister appears to be very shy, so the lion himself came forward and met him. As the lion came forward, the ass ran to save  his life. The lion got angry, but the fox told the lion to leave it him. The fox went back and told the ass if the lion wanted to kill him, he could have done it very easily. He also told the ass that the lion wanted to share some secrets with the ass and didn’t want the fox to hear it. The fox told the ass that he would be the 2nd powerful animal of the forest in this way, the fox managed to attract the ass to go back to the lion.

WORD MEANING:
Nerve failed
- 
very scared
Forward
- 
ahead
Entice

- 
tempt
TEXT -4

The lion welcomed them graciously. As the ass drew nearer, the lion pounced on him and killed him. He then thanked the fox. As the lion sat down to eat, the fox suggested that the lion take a bath before his meal. The lion thought it was a good idea and went off to have a bath. He instructed the fox to watch over the carcass of the ass. 

The fox obediently sat down to keep watch. But the fox was hungry and his mouth watered as he looked at the ass just waiting to be eaten. He thought to himself that since he had taken all the trouble to bring the ass to the lion, he was entitled to the best portion of the meal. So he ate the ass's brain. 

EXPLANATION:
The lion welcomed the ass very politely. As and when the ass came closer, the lion pounced on him and killed him instantly and thanked the fox. As the lion sat down to take his meal the fox said that he should take a bath before meal. The lion thought it was a good idea and went off to have a bath and ordered the fox to keep a watch over the ass's body. The fox silently sat also to keep a watch of the ass. But the fox was very hungry and thought that l took all the troubles of getting the ass, so he deserves the best portion of the meal. Thus, the fox cut open the head of the ass and ate up the whole brain. 

WORD MEANING:-

Graciously 
- 
politely
Pounced
-
 jumped on to
Entitled
- 
have a right to do 

Portion

-  
part
TEXT 5

When the lion returned, he felt that there was something amiss. The fox reminded him that he had given the ass a powerful blow on his head. Satisfied with this explanation, the lion settled down to his meal. He soon realized that the ass had no brain. He questioned the fox about this. The fox replied that if the ass had had a brain, he would never have returned with the fox to meet the lion.

EXPLANATION:

When the lion returned he looked at the ass, he felt that the head of the ass had been cut open. When he inquired the fox, he told the lion that he had given a powerful blow on the head of the ass when he had killed him. The lion was satisfied with the answer and sat down to take his meal. He soon realised that the ass had no brain. He questioned the fox about this. The fox replied that if the ass had had a Brain he would never have returned with the fox to meet the lion.

The moral of the story is "Wit always has a answer ready". 

WORKSHEET

Answer the following short  questions:
1- Why did the lion decide to take an assistant? 

2- What was the first duty of the fox as Minister?

3- Why did the lion selected the fox for the post of minister?

4- Why did the ass refuse the fox to with a lion's minister?

5- How did the fox bring the ass back to the lion? 

6- What happened when he ass reached nearer to the lion? Did the lion expect this?

7- Why did the fox eat the ass's brain?

8- What did the lion realize when he returned after the bath?

9-  How did the fox satisfied the lion?

10- What did the fox tell the lion about ass's brain?

 Fill in the blanks:
When they reach the lion's den, the poor ass's ............... failed him again and he refused to move ................  The fox informed the lion that his new Chief Minister was feeling ................., So the lion himself came forward . The poor ass ran for his .................. The lion was very angry. The fox told him to be ..................  and leave it to him.

Choose the correct answer:
1. The lion  needed an /a 

a) assistant   b) servant  c) friend  d) none of them

2. The fox had eaten 

a) kidney    b) liver   c) brain   d) heart

3. The lion summoned the

a) ass    b)elephant    c) monkey   d)fox

4. The fox was 

a) clever.  b)fool.   c)hungry  d) cranky

5. The lion was angry with the

a) fox    b) ass   c) both.    d) none of the above 

