JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
CLASS VI 				ENGLISH LITERATURE
THE CROW AND THE BLACK SNAKE
SUMMARY
This story comes under the category of “FABLES” where a story is told through the actions of animals. The story is about a family of crows, a Father Crow, A mother Crow and many baby crows. The story tells us how the Mother Crow lays many eggs that are hatched and then they are eaten up by a huge black snake. They try their best to save the baby crows but fail. Then they take the help of a wise old fox who comes up with a brilliant idea to save the baby crows. The Mother Crow goes to the river bank where the royal ladies are bathing and picks up a necklace and drops it into the snake hole. The servants follow the Mother Crow and dig up the snake hole to recover the necklace and kill the snake. Thus the crow family is rid of the snake.
TEXT
Once upon a time a family of crows lived in a huge banyan tree. There was a Father Crow, a Mother Crow and many baby crows. 
One day a huge snake came to live in the hole at the bottom of the tree. The crows were unhappy about this but could do nothing. Soon Mother Crow hatched a few more eggs and some more baby crows were born.  When the crows flew out in search of food, the snake ate up the babies. When the crows returned, they could not find the babies. They hunted high and low, but to no avail. 
EXPLANATION
A banyan tree is a home to many birds. This particular banyan tree had a family of crows living in it for many years. There was Father Crow, Mother Crow and many babies. Now, we must know that wherever there are birds, we often find snakes there too because snakes love to eat bird babies and also eggs. So one day a huge snake came to live in the hole at the bottom of the tree. The crows didn’t like the idea of the snake coming there as  they knew the danger, but they could do nothing about it. Now when many babies were born, the crows had to fly out in search of food to feed their babies. This is the time the snake was waiting for. He climbed up the tree and ate up all the babies. When the crows returned, they looked everywhere for their babies but could not find them. No matter where they looked, it was of no use because the babies had been eaten up by the snake.
WORD MEANINGS
Hunted high and low	-	looked everywhere
No avail 		-	no  use

TEXT  
After a few months, Mother Crow gave birth to some more baby crows. This time Mother Crow stayed home while Father Crow went out in search of food. Ignoring the fact that Mother Crow was keeping a watchful eye on her babies, the snake still slithered up the tree and attacked the babies. Mother Crow tried to fight the snake off, but she was not strong enough. “Help, help!” she cried. Other crows came to her aid but the snake had already eaten the little ones and crawled back into his hole.
EXPLANATION
The crows got over it and some months later Mother Crow again gave birth to  some more baby crows. But this time they were careful. Mother Crow stayed at home to look after the babies while Father Crow went in search of food. But again the snake climbed up the tree and attacked the babies. Mother crow, along with other crows tried to fight the big, bad snake but they were not strong enough and the snake once again ate up all the babies.
WORD MEANINGS
Ignoring	-	not paying attention to
Watchful	-	careful
Slithered	-	climbed up, moved forward
Aid		-	help

TEXT
When Father Crow returned, he found all the crows weeping. He consoled his wife who wanted to leave the tree house immediately. Father Crow said, “This tree has been our home for many years and we must live here.” He thought of asking a wise old fox for help in order to get rid of the snake. The old fox came up with a brilliant plan. He told them, “Go to the river bank tomorrow morning where the ladies of the royal family will be bathing. Their clothes and valuables will be kept on the river bank while the servants will be watching over them from a distance.”
The fox asked the crows to pick up a necklace and fly away making a raucous noise. This would make the servants chase them to the tree where the crows would drop the necklace into the snake’s hole.
EXPLANATION
When Father Crow returned, all the crows were crying. Mother Crow wanted to leave the tree house but Father Crow made her understand that they had been living there for many years and they shouldn’t leave.  Then he thought to take help from a wise old fox so that they could get rid of the bad snake. The fox came up  with an excellent plan. He told them to go to the river bank the next day  where the royal ladies bathed. They were to pick up a necklace and fly away making a  loud noise so that the servants would notice them and chase them. Then they were  to  drop the necklace into the snake hole. This would make the servants  reach into the snake hole for the necklace.
WORD MEANINGS
Consoled	-	made her stop crying
Brilliant	-	very clever
Valuables	-	precious, costly things
Raucous	-	loud noise

TEXT
So the next morning when the crows flew to the river bank, Mother Crow picked up a pearl necklace and flew off  as  Father Crow  cawed loudly to attract the servants’ attention. The servants ran after the Mother Crow and reached the banyan tree. They dug up the hole at the bottom of the tree and killed the snake with a stick to take the necklace from there. 
EXPLANATION
As planned, the crows flew to the river bank and picked up the necklace while making a loud noise to attract the servants. The servants ran after the crows and came up to the snake hole where they could see the necklace lying within. To get the necklace out, they had to dig up the hole which caused the snake to come out and then it was killed with a stick so that the necklace could be got back. 
Thus the plan of the wise fox worked and the crows finally got rid of the snake. Now no snake would be there to harm their babies.
The moral of the story is, “We should never forcefully take what is not ours.”
WORKSHEET					(50m)
Answer the following short questions:							(30m)
1. Where did the family of crows live? Who all were in the family?
2. What caused the crows to be unhappy?
3. When did the snake attack the babies? What did the crows do when they returned?
4. The crows were more careful the next time. What did they do?
5. How did Mother crow try to prevent the snake from eating the babies?
6. What did Father Crow say when Mother Crow wanted to leave the tree house?
7. What was the plan of the fox? 
8. Why did the fox tell the crows to make a raucous noise?
9. Why did Mother crow drop the necklace into the snake hole?
10. How was  the snake killed?
Fill in the blanks:										(20m)
1. One day a .............................. came to live in the hole at the bottom of the tree.
2. Soon Mother Crow ..................... a  few more eggs.
3. They hunted high and low but to .................................
4. The snake still ......................... up the tree.
5. He found all the crows ...............................
6. The fox came up with a  .......................... plan.
7. The crows would drop the ......................... into the snake’s hole.
8. The crow cawed ........................... to attract the servant’s attention.
9. The servants ran after ..............................
10. They killed the snake with a .................................
********************************************
