JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE
CLASS-5
 ENGLISH-LITERATURE
                         BIRBAL’S KHICHDI
INTRODUCTION-
Welcome to your English class today. We will be starting with your English- Literature book which is English Rose. Today, We will be starting with the chapter Birabal'sKhichdi, it is a very interesting story. So, Read this story about how Birbal makes Emperor Akbar realise his mistake and helps a poor man in turn. 
TEXT-1
On a cold wintry morning, Emperor Akbar and Birbal were taking a walk along the lake. A thought came to Birbalthat a man would do anything for money. He shared the thought with Emperor. Emperor Akbar, who was standing at the edge of the lake, stooped and touched the water of the lake. He immediately removed it because the water was so cold that it made him shiver. 
Birbal searched far and wide until he found a poor who was in need of money. He was so desperate that he accepted the challenge at once. At night, he entered the lake to spend the entire night in cold water. Emperor Akbar posted two guards near him to make sure that he could not cheat. 
EXPLANATION-
One day, a cold wintry morning, Emperor Akbar and Birbal were walking along the lake. A thought came in Birbal's mind that a man would do anything for money and he shared with Birbal who was standing at the edge of the lake, he touched the water and immediately removed his hand , because  water was so cold, that made him shiver. Akbar said Birbal to find a person who wouldspent an entire night in the cold water of this lake for money, If he would find that person, then the king Akbar would be rewarded. Birbal searched over a large area, at last he found a poor man who was willing to do anything to change his bad situation. Finally, the poor-man entered the lake to spend the entire night in cold water and Akbar posted his two guards near him to make sure he could not cheat. 
WORD-MEANING
Stooped -bent. 
Challenged- dared. 
Far and wide- over a large area. 
Desperate – willing to do anything to change a bad situation. 
Shiver   -Shake slightly of being cold. 
TEXT-2
The next morning, the guards took the poor man to the Emperor who asked him if he had indeed spent the night in the lake. The poor man replied that he had, and the two guards confirmed that he had indeed spent the entire night in the water. Emperor Akbar then asked the poor man how he managed to spend the night in such cold water. 
The poor man answered with his head bent low , ‘ My Lord, there was a lamp burning in your palace for much of the night. I kept my attention fixed on the lamp and away from the cold. This way, I thought little of how cold the water of the lake was.’ Emperor Akbar became angry at hearing this. He thundered, ‘there will be no reward for this man.’ 
The next day, Birbal did not go to court. Emperor Akbar wondered where he was. BbyeHe sent a messenger to his home. The messenger returned to the palace saying thatBirbal would come once the Khichdi was cooked. The Emperor Akbar waited for hours, but Birbal did not come to the court. Finally, Emperor Akbar decided to go Birbal's house and see what he was really up to. 
EXPLANATION-
The next morning, the emperor asked to poor man had he spent the entire night or not? The poor man said –‘yes'  and the guards also confirmed this to Akbar. Akbar again asked the poor man how he had managed to spent the night. So, he answered that he kept his attention fixed on the lamp which was burning in the palace, this way he thought a little of how cold the water was.! After hearing this Akbar shouted with anger, “There will be no reward for this man”, He could survive the night in the cold lake because of the warmth of the palace lamp, means you had cheated,liar go and never show me your face again. 
The next day, Birbal was also not happy due to the poorman's incident. Soon, he thought an idea that he did not go to the court, the messenger of Akbar came to look where Birbal is!. The messenger returned to the palace saying that Birbal would come once the Khichdi was cooked. At last, Akbar decided to go to Birbal’s house and saw what he was really up to. 
WORD-MEANING
Thundered -shouted.
Survive   - stay alive. 
TEXT-3
He found Birbal sitting on the ground near some burning twigs and an earthen pot filled with khichdi hanging several feet above the fire. The emperor and his attendants couldn’t help but laugh. Emperor Akbar asked Birbal rather sternly, ‘How can you cook the Khichdi if it is so for far away from the fire?’Birbal smiled and answered politely, ‘The same way the poor man received heat from a palace lamp that was furlongs away.’
EXPLANATION-
Here, Akbar found birbal was sitting on the ground at Birbal’shouse near some burning twigs and an earthen pot filled with khichdi hanging several feet above the fire, he asked how can you cook if it is so far away from the fire? ‘The same way the poor man received heat from a palace lamp that was also far away, this create Akbar’s mind to realised his mistake. At last, Akbar called the poor man and gave him the reward. 
WORD-MEANING
Twigs -small, thin branches of a tree or shrubs
Sternly- strictly
Furlong- a unit for measuring distance, equal to 201 metres. 
SHORT TYPE QUESTION ANSWER. 
Q-1 Who were taking a walk and where? 
Ans- Akbar and Birbal were taking a walk along the lake. 
Q-2 Where was Akbar standing and why?
Ans-Akbar was standing at the edge of the lake, stooped and touched the water of the lake. 
Q-3 Who was Poor-man? 
Ans- A Poor-man who was in need of money. He was so desperate and ready to spend the entire night in cold water. 
Q-4 What did Emperor Akbar challenge Birbal to? 
Ans- Emperor Akbar challengedBirbal to find a person who would be willing to spend an entire night in the cold water. 
Q-5 What did Birbal say to Emperor Akbar? 
Ans- Birbal said to Emperor Akbar that man would do anything for money. 
Q-6 What reward had promised Akbar to be given to the poor man? 
Ans-The reward of thousand gold coins promised Akbar to be given to the poor-man. 
Q-7 Why did Emperor Akbar go to Birbal’s house?
Ans- Emperor Akbar go to Birbal’s house because Birbal did not go to court, and he wondered where birbal was. 
Q-8 Why did Emperor Akbar and his attendants laugh? 
Ans-Akbar and his attendants were laughed because an earthen pot filled with khichdi hanging several feet above the fire. 
Q-9 Who had cheated last night?
Ans- A poor-man had cheated last night. 
Q-10 Who realised his mistake? 
Ans-Akbar realised his mistake. 

FILL IN THE BLANKS. 
1-Birbal found a poor man who agreed to spend an entire night in the cold water. 
2- Akbar posted two of hisguardsnear him to make sure that he could not cheat. 
3- Akbar thundered‘There will be no reward for this man’.
4- The Poor-man was so desperatethat her accepted the challenge at once. 
5- At last, Emperor Akbar realised his mistake. 
WRITE‘TRUE’OR  'FALSE'. 
1- When Emperor Akbar touched the water of tha lake, he shivered because he was unwell. (False) 
2- Birbal found a poor man who agreed to spend an entire night in the cold water of the lake. (True) 
3- Emperor Akbar thought that the poor man did not deserve the reward because he had cheated. (True) 
4- Birbal did not go to the court the next  day because he was burning some twigs to warm his house. (False) 
5- Birbal convinced Emperor Akbar that a man could stay in the cold water of the lake the whole night. (True) 


Note-: (Please do all this work in your old copies which will be checked when school reaopens. Please consider this important.) 




