25th May, 2020	           JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE		MODULE 2
CLASS XII
ENGLISH   LANGUAGE
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NOTE:	
Dear students, in this Module today, we are going to discuss how to attempt question 4 – Comprehension passages successfully. A passage of about 500 words will be provided to test the power of comprehension (THE ABILITY TO UNDERSTAND) of the students and also their ability to express what they have understood in a simple and logical manner.  
This part is a compulsory question of your Board examination and holds 25 Vital Marks. So study the given points carefully so that you may get a fairly good idea of how to attempt this question so that maximum marks may be achieved. 
QUESTION FOUR
COMPREHENSION
This is a question students have been attempting for as many years as they can remember. The instructions are clear:
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1. Read the passage twice at least. With the first reading it is preferable to read it quickly so that you obtain a general idea of what it is about. 
2. With the second reading be thorough; do not move to the next sentence without thoroughly understanding the previous one. If you move ahead without fully understanding the sentences, you will lose the connection in ideas. 
3. Understand the relation of thought between one paragraph and the other. 
4. If the passage is in the form of a story, pay careful attention to the characters involved and make a mental note of the activities the characters are involved in. 
5. Underline the main points of the passage that you feel are important to the development of the passage. Usually, these same main points that you underline will form the basis of your summary.
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THE QUESTIONS RELATED TO THE PASSAGE.
PART A
SYNONYMS/ MEANINGS, MAKE SENTENCES	
1. In this question synonyms or meanings are given in the paper and the student is required to find words in the passage having a similar meaning. The student must be very careful to read the passage and find the words. It carries 4 marks.
2. In this question four words are given and the student is expected to use the words in sentences of at least ten words using the words unchanged in form but with a different meaning from that which it carries in the passage. Here the student should be very careful while constructing sentences keeping in mind the instructions given. It carries 4 marks.
PART B
THE QUESTIONS:
 Follow carefully the instructions given below: (10 Marks)	
· Read the question carefully.
· Identify the answer in the passage
· Make sure you do not lift the exact words from the passage. Write the answer in your own words always. That is a crucial point to be remembered in this section.
· Check your answers for errors in grammar, structure, spelling and punctuation. All aspects are important and need careful consideration.
· Answers should be given in complete sentences, never as a short phrase unless you are instructed to do so.
· Do not include details not asked. You will end up wasting precious time. Answer only what is asked always.
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PART C
SUMMARY WRITING OR PRECIS WRITING
This part involves the skill of summarizing the passage or a specified part of the passage. The following rules should be followed: (7 Marks)
· Understand what you are supposed to summarize
· Identify the area in the passage.
· Pick up the main points from the area selected.
· Count 20 lines of your page and make bullet marks on line number 1, 10, 15 and 20.
· Write 5 words per line.
· Try to  finish your summary as you are approaching the 18th line.
· If you cannot finish the summary in 20 lines then continue till you have finished. Then remove all the unimportant lines from your work and PUSH BACK the summary into 20 lines.
· Re-do your summary on a fresh area. 
The above mentioned points will help you to  complete your summary writing successfully.

WORKSHEET 2
Read carefully the passage given below and answer the questions (a), (b) and (c) that follow:
	Kevin Snyder held his car at 120 kmph down the highway. The solidly built, 33-year-old lawyer suddenly saw a lurch in the traffic 100 metres ahead. A silver Honda Accord lost a tyre and came to a stop in the centre lane. Seconds later a grey Nissan smashed into the Honda’s boot. 
	A massive fireball exploded from the back of the Honda as both cars spun out. Snyder braked hard, pulling into the emergency lane next to the wreckage. Heart racing, he bolted from his car, side-stepping eerie puddles of flaming petrol that lit the scene as he ran towards the Nissan. Its driver, alone in the car, appeared injured, but conscious.
	He’ll be okay for now, Snyder thought. Only four metres away, though, flames roared from the back of the Honda. Horrified, Snyder saw petrol pouring from a rupture in the tank. Then came the pain. His shoes were on fire. He stamped out the flames as he approached the Honda. Whoever was in there didn’t have much time. 
	Kenneth Lanham, 60, was headed for home, after a day of driving for a trucking company. A lanky volunteer fire-fighter who had witnessed his share of highway crashes, he was startled by the size of the fireball he’d seen ahead, and arrived at the Honda moments before Snyder. Snyder and Lanham tried desperately to peer through the Honda’s tinted windows for signs of life. Suddenly, a hand came up against the front passenger window. “Help me! Help me!” “The door’s jammed,” Lanham shouted. Snyder pummelled the window with his fists, and then tried a running kick. He bounced off helplessly and crashed to the pavement. “We’ve got to find something to break the window!” Snyder screamed!   
	Chris Womack, 29, saw the traffic jam and drove around the congestion to the site of the crash. A dozen bystanders now hovered near the burning wreckage as a man banged frantically on the window. He jumped from his van, running through the flaming petrol. 
	Spotting a van in the stalled traffic, Snyder ran to its driver. “I need a pipe or something!” The man offered a metal pole from an exercise machine. Snyder dashed to the Honda, drew the pipe back and sent it crashing through the passenger’s side window. Thick smoke belched from the car as Lanham and Womack dragged out the front seat passenger. “There are three kids in the back seat,” he shouted. Then from the driver’s side came a woman’s screams: “My baby! My baby!” Flames now roared from the undercarriage of the Honda. If I fail, I’m going to see children burn right before my eyes, Snyder thought.
	Womack had no trouble pulling the driver to safety but her anguished screams tore at the men. “My baby’s in there!” An agonizing pain shot through Snyder’s legs: His pants were on fire. Frantically he beat down the blaze, only to notice a column of flame licking across the large fuel puddle towards the car. They hadn’t much time left.
	Snyder raised the metal bar again, this time smashing the rear passenger window. He was not prepared for what he saw: Seven-year-old Ashton Pouncil bled heavily from a head injury. Worse yet, the front seat had pushed back into the boy’s lap, trapping him. To his left, barely visible in the smoke, was a small girl. The baby must be directly behind the driver’s seat.
	Instantly he and Lanham reached through the back window and began pulling on the boy, while Womack thrust himself through the front window and yanked the front passenger seat forward. Suddenly the front seat moved enough to release the pinned child. “Got him!” Snyder dragged the boy through the broken window. Then he lifted out four-year-old Kim who slipped easily from the car. Snyder jerked backwards to gasp clean air. Once again his trousers ignited. But the pain could not distract him from the terrifying thought of the trapped baby, and the flames now centimetres from the petrol tank. We’ve only got a few seconds. 
Realizing now that the car was on the verge of total immolation, Womack pushed himself through the front window again. Snyder was unaware of Womack’s presence in the car, but both men could hear two terrifying sounds: roaring flames and a shrieking child. Coughing violently Snyder clawed his way forward till he saw two-year-old Jane strapped into a child safety seat less than 30 centimetres in front of him. Snyder grabbed at the belt holding the child, the buckle was twisted behind the child seat and he could not release it. 
Snyder pulled and tugged furiously. His chest pounded and tears poured from his eyes. His lungs - now contaminating more smoke than air – felt as if they were about to explode. Snyder felt himself lose consciousness. God, please help me focus. Don’t let me fail. I cannot leave here without her.
Snyder’s hands slid down the belt until he found the buckle. It had been pulled to a position that exposed the release button. It’s a miracle, he thought, pushing the button and freeing the child seat. He lurched back through the broken window, collapsing on the pavement with the little girl, car seat and all, held tightly against his chest. Womack dragged him and the baby to safety. Ten seconds later the flames fed directly by the ruptured tank engulfed the car.
A. 	
(i)	Given below are four words. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the passage: [4]
1.	sturdily - 
2. alert - 
3. split - 
4. blocking - 
(ii)	For each of the words given below write a sentence of at least ten words using the same word unchanged in form but with a different meaning from that which it carries in the passage: [4]
1. eerie
2. stamped
3. tinted
4. roared
(b)	Answer the following questions briefly in your own words:	
1. What caused the massive fireball explosion from the back of the Honda? 	[2]
2. Why did Snyder feel that the people in the car didn’t have much time? 	[2] 
3. How did Snyder manage to get the front seat passenger out of the car?		[3]
4. What happened as the driver of the Honda was pulled to safety?		[3]
(c)	In about 100 words relate how the family was rescued from the car before it erupted into flames. 										 (7)
	
WORKSHEET 3
Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:
3. King Arthur and the Witch
	Young King Arthur was ambushed and imprisoned by the monarch of a neighbouring kingdom. The monarch could have killed him but was moved by Arthur’s youth and ideals. So, the monarch offered him his freedom, as long as he could answer a very difficult question. Arthur would have a year to figure out the answer and, if after a year, he still had no answer, he would be put to death.
	The question? …..What do women really want? Such a question would perplex even the most knowledgeable man, and to young Arthur, it seemed an impossible query. But, since it was better than death, he accepted the monarch’s proposition to have an answer by year’s end.
	He returned to his kingdom and began to poll everyone: the princess, the priests, the wise men and even the court jester. He spoke with everyone, but no one could give him a satisfactory answer. Many people advised him to consult the old witch, for only she would have the answer. But, the price would be high; as the witch was famous throughout the kingdom for the exorbitant prices she charged.
	The last day of the year arrived and Arthur had no choice but to talk to the witch. She agreed to answer the question, but he would have to agree to her price first. The old witch wanted to marry Sir Lancelot, the most noble of the Knights of the Round Table and Arthur’s closest friend! Young Arthur was horrified. She was hunchbacked and hideous, had only one tooth, smelled like sewage, made obscene noises, etc. He had never encountered such a repugnant creature in all his life.
	He refused to force his friend to marry her and endure such a terrible burden; but Lancelot, learning of the proposal, spoke with Arthur. He said nothing was too big of a sacrifice compared to Arthur’s life and the preservation of the Round Table.
	Hence when the wedding was proclaimed and the witch answered Arthur’s question thus: What a woman really wants, she answered….. “ is to be in charge of her own life!” Everyone in the kingdom instantly knew that the witch had uttered a great truth and that Arthur’s life would be spared. And so it was, the neighbouring monarch granted Arthur his freedom and Lancelot and the witch had a wonderful wedding.
	The honeymoon hour approached and Lancelot, steeling himself for a horrific experience, entered the bedroom. But, what a sight awaited him. The most beautiful woman he had ever seen lay before him on the bed. The astounded Lancelot asked what had happened?
	The beauty replied that since he had been so kind to her when she appeared as a witch, she would henceforth, be her horrible deformed self only half the time and the beautiful maiden the other half. Which would he prefer she asked. Beauty during the day…..or night?
	Lancelot pondered the predicament. During the day, a beautiful woman to show off to his friends, but at night, in the privacy of his castle, an old witch? Or, would he prefer having a hideous witch during the day, but by night, a beautiful woman for him to enjoy wondrous intimate moments?
	Noble Lancelot said the he would allow HER to make the choice herself. Upon hearing this, she announced that she would be beautiful all the time because he had respected her enough to let her be in charge of her own life.
A.
 1. Given below are four words or phrases. Find the words which have a similar meaning in the     
     passage:												[4]
1.	baffle -	
2.	overpriced -
3.	repulsive -
4.	flabbergasted -
2. For each of the words given below write a sentence of at least ten words using the same word unchanged in form but with a different meaning from that which it carries in the passage:											[4]
a)	moved -
b)	figure -	
c)	poll -	
d)	preservation –
B. Answer the following questions briefly in your own words:		
1.	How did young King Arthur happen to get imprisoned by the neighbouring monarch?	[2]
2.	How could Arthur save himself from being put to death? How much time was he given?	[2]
3.	What did Arthur do as he returned to his kingdom?						[3]
4.	Describe the witch when Arthur met her. What was her price for helping Arthur?		[3]

(c)	In about 100 words explain the circumstances which led to Sir Lancelot getting himself a beautiful wife. 										[7]
					GRAMMAR PRACTICE
	Answer sections (a), (b) and (c).
(a)	In each of the following items, sentence A is complete, but sentence B is not. Complete sentence B, making it as similar as possible to sentence A. Write down sentence B complete in each case.											[10]

(1)	(A):	She is not afraid of hard work and she is not afraid of working long hours.
	(B):	Remove ‘and’
(2)	(A):	He was the wisest man present in the meeting.
	(B):	Use - wiser
(3)	(A):	After Olga had finished her supper her mother sent her to bed.
	(B):	Having………….......................................................................
(4)	(A):	She told me that her dog was ill.
	(B):	Rewrite using: ‘of’
(5)	(A):	The parcel was too heavy to carry.
	(B):	End: ………………………………………………………………….carried.
(6)	(A):	You are bent on mischief. It is known to everyone.
	(B):	That………………………………………………...............................
(7)	(A):	Could he depend upon the Vizier? The farmer did not know this.
	(B):	Use – whether
(8)	(A):	He is just though he is strict.
	(B):	Despite…………………………………………………………………
(9)	(A):	Although a holiday had been declared by the administration, few voters came out 
of their homes to vote.
	(B):	In spite of…………………………………………………...................
(10)	(A):	The work is too much to do in one night.
	(B):	Use – not possible

(b) Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (Do not write the sentence):			[5]
1. There is a statue of Mahatma Gandhi _________________ the entrance.
2. The office has branches _________________ Europe and America.
3. The Japanese scripts were more difficult to read _________________ the Chinese scripts.
4. Every teacher is obligated ________________ help their students.
5. _______________________ drink cold water is refreshing. 
6. Rahul undressed and got ______________ a jumpsuit before the jump was to take place.
7. The protestors were rounded  _________________ like cattle by the STF.
8. Such international successes are  __________ considerable importance to our company.
9. The Principal walked __________________ the stage in a temper.
10. Suddenly the cell phone ______________ her hand rang, giving everyone a fright.

(c) Fill in each blank in the passage given below with the appropriate form of the verb given in the brackets. Do not rewrite the passage but write down the verbs in the correct order:  [5]
The next day I _______1_______ (gather) my courage and ________2_______ (take) my first look at my legs. I ________3_________ (see) that they ________4_________ (are mangle). My family now _________5__________ (tell) me “You ________6________ (step) on a land mine.” The doctors in the hospital ________7_________ (is) kind to me, but they _______8_________ (has) nothing to work with: no medication and no medical equipment. There ________9__________ (be) years of war. Afghanistan ________10__________ (use) up all its medical supplies and has run out of money to buy anything from abroad.

SOLUTION TO WORKSHEET 1 UPLOADED  ON 4TH MAY, 2020

TRANSFORMATION OF SENTENCES:
1. I was being taken to prison by my captors.
2. The Mayor’s speech was loudly cheered.
3. I am sometimes vexed by his behaviour.
4. The too is so much that no man can do it single handedly.
5. He drove too fast for the police to catch him.
6. Your pony is not as well trained as this one.
7. It was expected that the Romans would conquer the Gauls easily but they were in for a surprise.
8. We won’t go out shopping unless the weather is cool.
9. A crueller person I have never met.
10. It is due to lack of exercise that many of our physical problems occur.

FILL IN THE BLANKS WITH A SUITABLE WORD:
1. By	2. Into		3. With		4. Against	5. After	6. By		7. Beyond
8. with 	9. With		10. In		11. Through	12. Of		13. With	14. For
15. in	16. At		17. On		18. For		19. Between	20. In
CORRECT FORM OF THE WORD: (1ST PARAGRAPH)
1. Declared	2. Was		3. Was staying		4. Hoped	5. Went	6. Looking
7. brought		8. Had gone	9. Thought		10. Was gaining.
CORRECT FORM OF THE WORD: (2nd PARAGRAPH)
1. Came	2. Clinging	3. Had called	4. Wished	5. Went	6. Had seen	7. Came	
8. drinking		9. Explained		10. Wiser. 

NOTE:
Please check all your work with the solution given and make necessary corrections ON A FRESH PAGE. Do not make any markings on the work you have already done in your note books. 
You are also reminded that all work is to be done in your OLD NOTE BOOKS which will continue into the next class. 

JOE SIR
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