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UNION LEGISLATURE/ UNION PARLIAMENT
UNION PARLIAMENT 
It is the highest law making body of our country. It is also the legislative organ of the government. It controls the executive and finances of the nation. Indian Union Parliament consists of three components: 
1) The Lok Sabha 
2) The Rajya Sabha 
3) The President 
In modern democratic States, all the functions are performed by distinct wings of the government which are more or less independent in their respective spheres. The law making is called the Legislature, the governing wing is called the Executive and the wing that dispenses justice is called the Judiciary. India, the largest democracy of the world has the same setup.
Federal set up:
The Constitution of India has provided for federal system of Government. In a federal system of government , all the administrative power are divided between  the central and the states governments by the Constitution  and both are supreme within their respective  spheres.
Our constitution   has following federal feature
1) One at the national level, called the union or central government and the other at the state level, called the state government. 
2) The Union as well State Governments derive their authority from the Constitution. They have well defined and exclusive power in the spheres of executive, legislature and judiciary.
3) The Supreme Court is the final interpreter and guardian of the Constitution. Only the Supreme Court can settle disputes between the union government and state government or between the states themselves.

The Indian Constitution confers upon a federal system of government but the Constitution enables the federation to transform itself into a unitary state during emergency
Such a combination of federal and unitary system in the same Constitution is unique in the world.

Definition of Parliament - Parliament is the legislative organ of the government. It is a representative body whose permission is constitutionally required in the process of making or changing laws. It controls the Union Council of Ministers and the national budget. This clearly shows the principle of democratic government.

THE LOK SABHA 
The lower house of the parliament of India is called House of the people or The ‘ Lok Sabha ‘ which is the representative  body of the people.

Composition:   The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha, as provided by the Constitution can be 552 but the effective strength of the Lok Sabha at present is 545; out of which 530 members are directly elected by the voters of all the states by direct election.  13 members are elected by Union territories and 2 members are nominated by the president from the Anglo – Indian Community. 
All the 29 states and 7 Union territories allotted their seats in the Lok Sabha on the basis of their respective population. For example : Uttar Pradesh has 80 seats in the Lok Sabha , West Bengal has 42, Bihar has 40 and states wit small population  like those of Mizoram, Nagaland and Sikkim etc have only 
1 seat each in the Lok Sabha .

Division of States into Constituencies
Each States is divided into a number of areas called constituencies for election purpose. From one constituency one member is elected.  A constituency has well marked boundaries for the smooth holding of the elections.

Reservation of Seats: The Indian Constitution has made provisions for the socially and educationally backward classes of citizens.  As such, many seats have been reserved for the Schedule Caste (84) and Schedule Tribes (47) in the Lok Sabha.President can nominate 2 persons of the Anglo- Indian Community to the Lok sabha, if he finds that the Community has inadequate representation in the House.
Election to the Lok sabha:   Members of the Lok sabha are directly elected by the people.  The principle of Universal Adult Franchise has been adopted which means that all citizens of the age of 18 years and above have the right to vote , if not otherwise this qualifies under the law.  Not only this, the election  to the Lok sabha are held by secret ballot now ( EVM) which means the voters can cast their votes secretly, without any fear . They are also saved from the pulls and pressure of the politicians. Moreover, no ill – feeling is created. 
Qualification of the Members of the Lok Sabha:  In order to seek election to Lok Sabha a person must possess the following qualification:
1)   He should be a citizen of India.
2) He should be at least 25 years old.
3) He should not be a proclaimed offender.
4) He should have his name in the electoral rolls (voter list) in any part of the country. 
5) He should not hold any office of profit under the State and Central Government.
6) He or she should posses such other qualifications as may be specified by the parliament from time to time .
Disqualification of Membership:   A member of any house of the parliament is disqualified on the following grounds:  
1) If he holds any office of profit either under the government of India or any of the states Governments.
2) If he is of unsound mind and declared so by any competent court.
3) If he has been disqualified under any law made by the Indian Parliament. 
4) If he has ceased to be citizen of India.
5) If he has found guilty of certain election offences or corrupt practices during elections. 
6) If he has been found guilty of violating any law of the land such as Narcotic and Custom Act, Dowry Act or using cruelty towards women.
Term of the Lok Sabha:    The Lok Sabha is normally elected for 5 years. It may be resolved by the president before the expiry of its term on the advice of the Prime Minister. It can also be dissolved if the prime minister loses his majority by a no confidence motion presented by the opposition parties. During emergency the tenure of the Lok Sabha can be extended for 6 months, not more than 1 year. 
THE RAJYA SABHA 
 Composition:   The upper house of the parliament of India is popularly known as the ‘Rajya Sabha'. The representation of Indian States in the Rajya Sabha differs from the state to state on the basis of their respective population. The maximum strength of the Rajya Sabha can be 250. While 238 of them are elected by the states o the union, 12 members are nominated by the president from amongst men of repute in various spheres of life e.g. Science, Art, Literature Film, Sports and social service etc. At present the effective strength of the Rajya Sabha is 245 out of which 233 are elected and 12 members are nominated by the president. 
Election and Term:   The representative of each state in council of states (or Rajya Sabha) are elected by the elected members of the legislative assembly by an indirect election ,in accordance with the system proportional representation  by means of a single transferable vote for a period of 6 years. The Rajya Sabha itself is a permanent house. It cannot he dissolved like the Lok Sabha . Each member of the Rajya Sabha for a period of 6 years. 1/3 of the total members of the house retire after every 2 years. Members can be re elected if they so desire and if there electors want it .
Qualification of the Members:
To be a member of the Rajya Sabha, a candidate must possess the following qualifications:
1. He must be a citizen of India.
2. He should be at least 30 years of age.
3. Like the members of the Lok Sabha he or she should posses such other qualifications as may be specified by Parliament from time to time.
Disqualification of Membership- All the disqualifications referred to above in case of the Lok Sabha members also apply to the members of the Rajya Sabha. 
Presiding officer/ Chairman of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha:
Lok Sabha elects a speaker from the members among them selves .Rajya Sabhaalso has a Chairman and a deputy chairman. The Vice-President of India is the ex-officio Chairman of the Rajya Sabha. Lok Sabha elects its Deputy Speaker and Rajya Sabha elects its Deputy Chairman from among its members. The duties of the speaker of Lok Sabha and the chairman of Rajya sabha are likewise the same.
ADVANTAGES OF THE RAJYA SABHA
There is no denying the fact that the Lok Sabha is more powerful than the Rajya sabha. But the Rajya sabha has some advantages of it’s own:
1. Many great scientists, artists, literary persons, scholars, etc., who feel shy of contesting the elections, can be accommodated in the Rajya Sabha . They can be nominated to the Rajya sabha by president 
2. The States can be given representation in the Rajya Sabha. The representatives of the each State in the Rajya Sabha are elected by the elected members of the different Legislative assemblies.
3. The Rajya Sabha is a permanent house. In case of emergency, if even the Lok Sabha is dissolved it is the Rajya sabha which shoulders all the responsibilities of the Union Legislature.
4. The Rajya Sabha can declare any of the subjects in the state list to be a subject of national interest and thereby empower the Union parliament to legislate on the subject.

PRIVILEGES OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PARLIAMENT
The members of both houses of the Parliament are entitled to certain privileges. 
(1)Freedom of speech: The members of the Parliament have the freedom to speak out their views within as well as out of the Parliament. They have also the right to get their views published in the press. No proceedings can be initiated against them for whatever they say in the Parliament.
(2)Freedom of Movement: The members of the Parliament have a special freedom of movement during the session of the Parliament. No member of the Parliament can be kept in detention even if any case of criminal nature is going on in a Court of Law against him. If, at all the law demands his detention, it can be done with the prior permission of the House of which he happens to be a member.

POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF THE PARLIAMENT
Although the primary function of the Parliament is legislation but it has to perform a series of other functions too. 

1. Legislative powers: The Parliament is the law-making body at he central level. It frames new laws and amends or repeals them, if necessary, on all the 97 subjects of the Union list and all the Residuary subjects which have not found a place in any of the lists. In certain cases Parliament is also authorised to make laws on all 47 subjects of concurrent list. If there is any conflict with the state law regarding concurrent list, the central law shall prevail.
Parliament can also enact laws on the 61 subjects of the state list if 
1. If two or more states request the centre to pass a law for them on one or more subjects mutually agreed upon by them.
2. A state of national emergency proclaimed by the President.
3. The Rajya Sabha passes a resolution with a two third majority to the effect that the particular subjects of he state list has come to assume national importance.

2.Control over the Executive: The government is directly responsible to the Parliament for its acts of omission and commission. The members of the government, i.e., the Ministers, are chosen from among the members of the majority party in the Parliament and they hold office only till they enjoy the confidence of the Parliament, to be more precise, that of the Lok Sabha. The Parliament, in this way, is a controlling body of the government.
It exercises this control through different ways like Question hour, vote of no confidence and other monetary control.

3. Judicial Functions or Judicial Powers 
There is no denying the fact that the Parliament is mainly a legislative body but it enjoys certain judicial powers as well. Some of them are narrated below:
(a)It can impeach the President for any violation of the Constitution. 
(b)The Parliament has the right to remove the judges of the Supreme Court and the High Courts, the Chief Election Commissioner and the Comptroller and Auditor General of India if they are found guilty of violating any clause of the Constitution. 
4. Control over the Finance of the country 
The Union Parliament is the custodian of the national purse. Neither a pie can be spent on any item, nor a paisa can be collected by the way of taxes without the prior approval of the Parliament.It can also  control Annual Budget, Consolidated Fund of India,Salary and allowances of the members of Parliament etc.
5. Electoral Functions
The Parliament of India along with the vidhansabhas elects the President of India, the vice President of India etc.,

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO HOUSES OF THE PARLIAMENT
Theoretically speaking, the Lok sabha and the Rajya sabha enjoy equal powers. But as we know that Lok sabha is the house of the people and its members are directly elected, so it has been given a clear upper hand in almost all matters concerning the Parliament. In the legislative matters two category of Bills are being passed – 
A. Ordinary bills : It can originate in either house of the Parliament and must be passed by both houses of the Parliament before going for President's approval. But in the case of a deadlock between the two houses over a bill, It is to be resolved in the joint session of the houses with the speaker of the Lok sabha in the chair. If it is not resolved in this way the bill die out of it’s own accord.

B. Money Bills: In case of money bill the Rajya Sabha has been given virtually no powers. Firstly, a Money Bill can originate only in the Lok Sabha. Secondly, when any money bill is passed by the Lok Sabha the Rajya sabha can only stop or delay it for 14 days. After this lapse of time it is regarded as passed.
2. Control over the Executive: The Union Parliament exercises its control over the Union government in a number of ways already discussed above. But here again, The Lok sabha has the real say. The council of Ministers is primarily responsible to the Lok Sabha. A vote of no confidence passed in the Rajya sabha does not oblige the government to resign but a similar vote passed in the Lok sabha makes it obligatory for the government to quit. 
3. Impeachment: In matters of impeachment of the President of India or the chief justice or a judge of Supreme Court or high court, both houses have absolutely equal powers. Impeachment can be initiated in either house and the other house has an equal say in the judgement. 
Anti Defection Law: If an elected member of a parliament or a state legislature, who has been elected as a candidate from a political party joins another political party during his five years tenure he would be disqualified on the ground of Anti defection. Even an independent member of parliament or a state legislature will also be disqualified if he joins any political party after winning his election. 
PROCEDURE FOR THE AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION 
The Indian Constitution is neither very rigid nor very flexible. The procedure for amendment is neither so easy as in England, nor so difficult as in the United States.  India is a federation of different states. So a very rigid system of amendment has been provided for such provisions of the Constitution which are of utmost importance for different states of the Indian Union. Such provisions include election of the President, Executive powers of the Union and the state government, Legislative relations between the Union and he state, Supreme court and the High courts,  representation of the states in parliament,  etc., 
All other provisions of the Constitution can be amended by following a simple majority system in the Union Parliament only.
WORKSHEET 
Short-Answer Questions:
1.What do you understand by the term ‘ Parliament’?
2. Which are the three constituents of the Indian Parliament?
3 . Name the two houses of Indian Parliament.
4. Who is the presiding officer of the Lok Sabha?
5. What is the strength of the Rajya Sabha for elected and nominated members?
6. What is the maximum strength of members of the Lok Sabha or the House of the People?
7. How many members can the President nominate to the Lok Sabha?
8. What are the qualifications which an individual should posses to become the member of the   
      Lok  Sabha?
9. Who is empowered by the Constitution to summon and to dissolve the Lok Sabha?
10. What is a No-Confidence motion?
11. State the reason why the President cannot dissolve the Rajya Sabha.
12. Mention any two privileges of the Members of the Parliament.
13. In what two respects is the Lok Sabha more powerful than the Rajya Sabha?
14.  What is the procedure that should be followed if there is a deadlock between the two Houses 
       of the  Parliament?
15. What is a Constituency?

Note: Please do all this work in your copies which will be checked when school re opens.
     Please consider this important.

