
18th May, 2020                JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE               MODULE 2
CLASS- 8

SUBJECT- ENGLISH LITERATURE

CHAPTER- THE BUTTERFLY

INTRODUCTION
 "The Butterfly" is a short fantasy story for children by the Danish author Hans Christian Andersen. The story's little character and protagonist (hero) is a butterfly who wishes to marry a flower. Unfortunately, the expectations which he had for his future wife were very high. He decides that none of the flowers that he saw was worthy of being his bride. Consequently, he never marries and ends his days as an old bachelor. 

TEXT 

There was once a butterfly who wished for a bride, and, as may be supposed, he wanted to choose a very pretty one from among the flowers. 

He glanced, with a very critical eye, at all the flower-beds, and found that the flowers were seated quietly and demurely on their stalks, just as maidens should sit before they are engaged; but there were many of them, and it appeared as if his search would become very wearisome.

EXPLANATION

Once a butterfly wanted a bride and naturally he wanted one of the prettiest flowers to be his bride. He looked at each of the flower-beds very carefully and found that they all sat on their stalks as little maidens ought to sit before they are engaged but there were so many to choose, so the butterfly thought that it would be quite difficult for him to choose his bride.

WORD MEANINGS 

Glanced
-
 looked at quickly 

Critical 
-
 serious

Demurely
-
 shyly

Maidens
-
 young girls

Wearisome
-
 tiring

TEXT

"Darling Marguerite daisy," he said to her," you are the wisest woman of all the flowers. Pray tell me which of the flowers I shall choose for my wife. Which will be my bride?

When I know, I will fly directly to her, and propose."

But Marguerite did not answer him; she was offended that he should call her a woman when she was only a girl; and there is a great difference.

He asked her a second time and then a third; but she remain dumb, and answered not a word.

The he would no longer, but flew away, to begin his wooing at once. It was the early spring, when the crocus and the snowdrop were in full bloom.

EXPLANATION

So, the butterfly went to Marguerite Daisy (daisy, the French call this flower " Marguerite" ) and told  her that she is the wisest woman of all flowers and can tell fortunes. So, please tell me which flower will be my bride. If I know, I'll directly go to the flower and propose to her. But Marguerite answered not a word because the butterfly hurt her by calling her "a woman", as she was unmarried and quite young, she didn't like it. The butterfly repeated the question again and again but Marguerite didn't answer a word. Then the butterfly wasted no time and flew away. Since, it was early spring he went to crocus (a small yellow, purple or white flower that grows in early spring) and snowdrop (a type of small white flower that appears at the end of winter) to seek favor.

WORD MEANINGS 

Offended
-
 to hurt somebody's feelings

Wooing
-
 to seek the favor

TEXT

The pea-blossom pleased him most of all; she was white and red, graceful and slender, and belonged to those domestic maidens who have a pretty appearance, and can yet be useful in the kitchen. He was just about to make her an offer, when, close by the maiden, he saw a pod, with a withered flower hanging at the end.

"Who is that?" he asked.

"That is my sister," replied the pea-blossom.

"Oh, indeed; and you will be like her someday," said he; and he flew away directly, for he felt quite shocked. 

EXPLANATION

After a long search, the butterfly liked the sweet pea because she was white and red, graceful and delicate and belonged to the class of domestic girls who are pretty and useful in the kitchen. He was about to propose to her when he noticed a dried pod (a long green part of some plants such as peas and beans) clinging to it. When the butterfly asked about it she replied that she is my sister. Then he said that one day you will also look like it. He felt quite shocked to know the reality and flew away directly from there.

WORD MEANINGS 

Withered
-
dried

Slender
-
thin

TEXT

You know, this plant has no blossom; but it is sweetness all over, - full of fragrance from head to foot, with the scent of flower in every leaf.

"I will take this," said the butterfly; and he made an offer. But the mint stood silent and stiff, as she listened to him. At last she said-

"Friendship, if you please; nothing more. I am old, and you are old, but we may live for each other just the same; as to marrying- no; don't let us appear ridiculous at our age."

EXPLANATION_
Then the butterfly noticed the mint plant. Although it has no flowers, the mint plant smells pleasant all over. The butterfly asks the mint plant to marry him. The mint plant replied that their wedding would look ridiculous because both she and the butterfly are now too old to get married.  She agrees to be friends with the butterfly but nothing more. After this rejection the butterfly does not ask any other plants to marry him.

WORD MEANINGS 

Ridiculous
- 
very funny

Bachelor
-
 unmarried man

TEXT

Then he flew against the window- pane, and was seen and admired by those in the room, who caught him, and stuck him on a pin, in a box of curiosities. They could not do more for him.

"Now I am perched on a stalk, like the flowers," said the butterfly. "It is not very pleasant, certainly; I should imagine it is something like being married; for here I am stuck fast." And with his thought he consoled himself a little.

"That seems very poor consolation," said one of the plants in the room that grew in a pot.

"Ah," thought the butterfly," one can't very well trust these plants in pots; they have too much to do with mankind."

EXPLANATION

As the weather gets worse, the butterfly takes refuge inside the room that is heated by a stove. He is happy for a while, until he begins to miss the sunshine and the company of flowers. He flies towards a windowpane. It is then that he is noticed by the people of the house. He is stuck off a pin and put in a box. He has some potted plants for company but he does not trust them because he thinks they are too friendly towards humans. He consoles himself by thinking that he is in a position similar to being tied down and therefore similar to being married.

The moral of the story is "Don't be too picky and instead of looking for people's negative points, see what makes each special and beautiful in his or her own way.

WORD MEANINGS 

Perched
-
sat on the edge

Consolation
-
comfort

Mankind
-
human beings as a race
WORKSHEET

Answer the following short questions:

Q1. What did the butterfly wish for?

Q2. Why did the butterfly go to the daisy?

Q3. Why did the Marguerite daisy not answer the butterfly?

Q4. What happened when the Marguerite did not answer the butterfly?
Q5. Why did the butterfly decide to propose to the pea-blossom?

Q6. What did the butterfly ask the mint plant? Why?

Q7. What did the mint plant reply to the butterfly?

Q8. Why did the butterfly not get a wife?

Q9. Why did the butterfly not trust the flowers of the pot?

Q10. How did the butterfly console himself at the end?

Fill in the blanks:

The pea-blossom pleased him most of all; she was white and red, ..................., and ...................  and belonged  to those  domestic ................ who have a very .......... appearance, and can yet be useful in the.............. He was just about to make her an ............ when, close by the maiden, he saw a pod, with a ............... flower hanging at the end.

Write T for True and F for false statements:

1. The Americans call daisy "Marguerite".                    ....

2. The mint plant refuge to marry with the butterfly.     ....

3. Marguerite answered the butterfly.                             ....

4. The butterfly would remain a bachelor forever.         ....

5. The butterfly was friendly to the pot plants.               ....

Give another word for the following (from the story):

1. Slim          

-          .........

2. Young girl 

-          ..........

3. Very emotional 
 -       
.........

4. Serious       

-           ........

5. Comfort       
-           .........

NOTE - Please do all the work in your note books which will be check when school reopens.

Please consider this important.
                                                 ****************************


