11th May, 2020	JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE		MODULE 1
CLASS XII
ENGLISH   LANGUAGE
NOTE:	
Dear Students, today I am going to tell you a very simple way of writing a good Short Story. This is an integral part of the 6 types of compositions you get in the Board Examinations. Study the following notes carefully and then test yourself by attempting one of the topics given in the assignment for the compositions based only on short stories.

Thereafter, please attempt the grammar portion that has been assigned to you. This will be checked when School resumes.  

Please also note that your old Note Books of Class 11 will continue in Class 12, so don’t get rid of the old Note Books.

THE SHORT STORY
	This is one question, which most students who are avid readers, love to attempt. A short story may be complicated, simple, straightforward, a mystery, depending on the type you prefer to choose. Seeing that you have hardly fifty minutes to complete this question, keep your plot simple. You may begin it in an interesting way by starting it at the end then working back in a series of flashbacks. Do not delay to begin the action of the story. Keep the storyline interesting. Mostly in the question paper you will find that you are provided with an opening sentence or a closing sentence. It is expected that the character referred to in the sentence will play a significant part in the story. Follow the advice given earlier in class regarding a different idea for every new paragraph. Once you reach the climax of the story you may end it with a ‘sting in the tail’ making it an unexpected ending. Otherwise, tie up loose ends of the story fast, do not drag the issue which will make the examiner lose interest.
	Atmosphere in a short story plays a major role in building the interest of the examiner. For example, in a mystery story, rattling windows, howling winds, lurking shadows heighten the tension in a mystery story. You can begin by using a line from a poem like, “The moon was a ghostly galleon, tossed upon cloudy seas…” 
	The use of dialogues builds the interest and makes the story more natural. Keep these points in mind while writing short stories.
Elements of a Good Short Story
 A good short story can usually be read in one sitting. Has one or two well developed characters
i) Tries to leave behind a single impression or effect.
ii) Has a problem or conflict which is developed as the story progresses.
iii) Has a recognizable solution to the conflict.
Let us look at the following points:
Plot
Character
Setting
Conflict
Theme
Point of view
All stories are built on conflict. It provides the central source of tension and drama that make stories interesting to read. 
Types of Conflict:
Man vs. Man: involves conflicts between people – such as family conflict, trouble with a friend, difficulty in romance etc.
Man vs. society: involves conflict between an individual and a larger group – such as the outsider in a strange culture, a poor character’s struggle to make it in the business world etc.
involves conflict between an individual and the natural world – such as fighting a powerful hurricane, surviving a plane crash in the desert etc.
Self: involves characters’ psychological conflicts with themselves – such as overcoming a drug habit or Nature: alcoholism, or depression or grieving the loss of a loved one etc.
Fate: involves conflict with what seems to be an uncontrollable problem – such as destiny. 
Technology: involves a conflict with the forces of man-made technology such as a robot.
The Sequence of events or basically what happens in a story:
1.	Plot - sequence of events or incidents that make up a story.
2.	Exposition (description) - designed to arouse reader’s interest; background is provided.
3.	Rising action - complication or development of the conflict.				
4.	Climax - turning point of the story; point of most intense interest.
5.	Falling action - (conclusion) events that lead to resolution.
6.	Resolution - outcome of the conflict.
Parts of a Typical Plot:
Character – is generally the central or focal element in a story.
Four types of characterization – techniques the writer uses to develop a character.
i. Physical description.
ii. Speech and actions of the character.
iii. Direct comment from the narrator.
iv. Speech and other actions of other characters.
Four types of characters –
i.	Round – complex or presented in detail.
ii.	Dynamic – developing and learning in the course of the story.
iii.	Flat – characterized by one or two traits.
v. Static – unchanged from the story’s beginning to end.

Mood
Setting – the time and place in which the story is taking place, including factors such as weather and social customs.
Atmosphere – the mood to feeling which pervades the story.
Point of view
Omniscient – the author tells the story using the third person. Author knows all of what is done, said, felt, and thought by the characters.
Limited omniscient – author tell the story from the third person, but limits observations of thoughts and feelings to one character; the author presents the story from this character’s eyes.
First person – one character tells the story in the first person. The reader sees and knows only as much as the narrator.

Objective – the author is like a movie camera that moves around freely recording objects. However, the author offers no comments on the characters or their actions. Readers are not told the thoughts or feelings of the characters.

Figurative language
Simile –  comparison using like or as.
Metaphor – comparison using is or a form of is.
i. Implied metaphor
ii. Extended metaphor
Personification – attributing humanlike qualities to inanimate things.
Short Story Proposal
After having completed your brainstorm, summarize your story using the following format. You may include any questions or ideas that you may have that you are unsure of – this is an opportunity to get on the right track from the start.
The story is about a _________________________
[brief description of main character - introduction]
Who ______________________________________________
[action or predicament which initiates plot – the inciting action]
Because____________________________________________
[motivation]
But ________________________________________
[conflict; difficulty or obstacle main character faces – rising action]
So ________________________________________________ 
[decision made in an attempt to resolve the conflict– crisis]
Which leads to_________________________________________
[highest point of interest in the plot – climax]

And finally finishes with __________________________________
[plot/conflict resolution, ending]
Which shows___________________________________________
[theme]
Important point to remember:
The story should be original or marks are deducted.
Example of a Short Story:
The Verdict
Many years ago, a gang of four thieves lived in a dense forest. They hid their stolen money in an innocent-looking vessel which they guarded carefully. After a while, they grew fed up with their thieving activities.
“I am tired of this lifestyle. We have to be alert constantly in case we are caught!” one of them complained.
“Yes, I wish we could lead a peaceful and honest life!” agreed the second thief.
“A good idea! We will leave the forest and go to a town where nobody knows us. Perhaps we will be able to find an honest trade to follow,” said the third thief.
Three thieves of the gang liked the suggestion and decided to leave the forest. The fourth thief, however, did not like the idea of honest work. He did not say anything for he planned to steal the money in the vessel somehow and escape with it. He waited for the right time to strike. The four thieves reached a town and lodged in a chhatram (dharmashala). Two of them ventured out to learn more about the place. They soon came upon an old woman whose house seemed to be both comfortable and suitable for their needs. The two of them returned to the chhatram and told their friends about the old woman’s house where they could stay. They too agreed and the four thieves set out at once.
“We are four merchants,” said one of them, “and want to start a business in this town. We like your house and want to rent some rooms.”
“We will pay you a good rent till we decide to leave,” added the second thief.
The old woman was happy and entertained her visitors most hospitably.
“You are welcome to stay here as long as you want,” the old woman smiled. She was glad that she would have good tenants.
The four thieves had learned that she was a very honest soul and was not coveteous of others’ wealth. So they trusted her with their precious vessel of money.
“Please keep this vessel safely with you. There is one condition: you must give it only if all four of us together ask for it,” they said.
“All right!” the old woman took the vessel. She went out to her backyard and looked around to see if anyone was watching. Finding the coast clear, she dug a hole, put the vessel in it and covered it up again.
The four thieves left in search of work in town. They soon felt very tired and rested in the shade of a banyan tree some distance away from the old woman’s house. Just then a woman selling buttermilk passed by. The thieves decided to buy some buttermilk. They found it very tasty and planned to buy some for their lunch too. Three of them felt too tired to go to the old woman’s house to fetch a vessel. The fourth thief, who was waiting for such an opportunity, was most willing to go.
He went to the old woman’s house and said, “The others have sent me to fetch the vessel.”
“I can give it only if the four of you come together,” she shook her head.
A thought occurred to the thief.
“My friends are sitting under the banyan tree some distance away. Ask them yourself,” he suggested.
The old woman went out of the house. She saw the three men under the banyan tree.
“Did you send your friend for the vessel?” she shouted. “Yes! Please give it to him!” the others shouted back.
The old woman thought that they needed their vessel for business purposes and had sent their trusted friend. So she gave the thief a spade and told him to dig for it in the backyard. She then went to attend to her household chores. The thief dug out the vessel and ran out quietly by the back gate.
In the meantime, his friends became worried as time passed and there was no sign of their friend. So they went to the old woman’s house.
“Where is our friend we sent to collect a vessel?” they asked. “I gave him a spade to dig up the vessel quite some time back. Did he not give it to you?” the old woman was surprised.
The three thieves realized that they had been tricked by their friend.
“We told you to give the vessel only if all four of us came together. You have disobeyed us. We suspect that you and our friend hatched this plot to cheat us!” they said. The old woman was very upset. The three thieves took her to the judge in town and complained about her. He ruled that she should bear the full responsibility for the loss as she had been careless in the matter and that she should pay for the loss incurred. The old woman returned home weeping. Unknown to anyone, the king and his minister were touring the town incognito to learn about people’s problems. They stopped and asked the old woman why she was crying. At the same time, some youngsters were playing on the road and their leader was a boy called Raman. He too listened as the old woman narrated her tale of woe.
“I hope those men are punished for treating you shabbily,” Raman exclaimed.
The king and his minister asked in surprise if he could pass a judgement in the case. Raman nodded his head confidently and declared that he would do so only in the king’s court. The next day, the court assembled at the palace. Raman sat in the judge’s chair. He listened to the story of the three thieves.
“This old lady had to give you the vessel only if all four of you came together and asked for it. Wasn’t that the condition?” Raman asked and the three thieves nodded.
“Good! She is ready to abide by the agreement. But there are only three of you. Call the fourth man so that the terms of your agreement are fulfilled!” Raman ordered.
“Sabash (Well done)! What wonderful judgement!” the king exclaimed in praise. “You have a wise head on young shoulders! From today you will be know as `Maryada Raman’ and will judge such cases at the court.”
Children are Wiser than Elders
It was rainy season in Russia. In a certain village in Russia the rain water was flowing in streams in a street. It had rained and stopped a little while ago. Two little girls were playing in the street water. It was festival time. They were wearing new frocks. Malasha was the younger of the two little girls. Akulya was the older girl. 
Malasha stamped her foot in the water. It was a little muddy. The muddy water splashed. It fell on Akulya’s new frock. Akulya was just rubbing out the mud. At that time Akulya’s mother was walking that way. She looked at her daughter’s dress. She scolded her daughter. 
            “How can you make your new dress so dirty?” she asked. 
            “Malasha splashed the water on me, mother,” said Akulya. 
Akulya’s mother caught Malasha. She gave two or three slaps on the back of Malasha. Malasha started weeping loudly. Malasha’s house was close by. Malasha’s mother heard her daughter Malasha’s weeping. She came out in hurry. 
            “Why are you weeping?” asked her mother. 
            “Akulya’s mother beat me on my back,” said Malasha. 
            Malasha’s mother turned to Akulya’s mother in an angry mood. Malasha’s mother abused Akulya’s mother. Soon they started quarrelling loudly. They called each other names. Their shouting continued. 
           Other women joined them soon. Some supported Akulya’s mother. Some supported Malasha’s mother. The two fighting groups became bigger and bigger. The men also joined in the fighting. The quarrel became never ending. 
            At that time the grandmother of Akulya came out of the house. She told the men and the women not to fight. “It is festival time. People should not quarrel,” she told them. 
            No one listened to her. No one cared for her words. In the meantime Malasha and Akulya forgot about their quarrel. They became friends again. They moved away from the fighting crowd. They started letting paper boats in the running water. Now the old woman said to the fighting groups. 
           “Look at the children. They have forgotten their quarrel. They have started playing again. They have become friends again. But you men and women still keep quarrelling. Are you not ashamed of your tendency?” 
The men and the women looked at the little girls. They felt ashamed. They went back to their houses quietly. 
Children forget and forgive very easily. The elders learnt this lesson from the little girls.


Exercise:
Write essays on any one the following topics:
1.	The Terribly Strange Bed.
2.	The Last Lesson
3.	A Haunted House
4.	Dracula’s Guest
5.	A School Story
GRAMMAR PRACTICE
NOTE:
Various kinds of sentences, Correct form of the verb, Prepositions etc. have already been taught to you in Class 11.  To keep in touch with your Grammar skills, a variety of Grammar material has been given below. Please attempt these sentences and other Grammar material in your old note books which will be checked when the school opens.
Question:
	
	Answer sections (a), (b) and (c).
a)	In each of the following items, sentence A is complete, while B is not. Complete sentence B, making it as similar in meaning as possible to sentence A. Write down sentence B in each case. 											
	1 (A):	My captors were taking me to prison.
	   (B):	I was……….
	2 (A):	The audience loudly cheered the Mayor’s speech.
	   (B):	End……………..cheered.
	3 (A):	His behaviour vexes me sometimes.
	   (B):	I am……….
	4 (A):	The work is too much for any man to do single-handed.
	   (B):	End: …………………single-handedly.
	5 (A):	He drove so fast that the police could not catch him.
	   (B):	Rewrite using ‘too’.
6 (A):	This pony is better trained than yours.
	   (B):	Your……….
	7 (A):	The Romans expected to conquer the Gauls easily but were in for a surprise.
	   (B):	It was……………
	8 (A):	We will only go out shopping if the weather is cool.
	   (B):	We won’t………………..……….
	9 (A):	I have never met a crueler person.
	   (B):	A…………………………………
	10 (A):	Many of our physical problems occur due to lack of exercise.
	     (B):	It is…………………………...

b) Fill in each blank with a suitable word. (Do not write the sentence.)	

1. He may arrive _______________ night.
2. I have cut the apple ______________ two.
3. All the sacks are filled _____________ cement.
4. You are acting _____________ the rules of the college.
5. What can you say about life __________ the grave?
6. The West Indies won ____________ seven wickets.
7. The passage is ______________ his power of comprehension.
8. I am _____________ you on this point.
9. The inspector ________________ his staff will come here.
10. He is a good man _________ every way.
11. Africa is passing ____________ a critical period of social change.
12. What do you make __________ the new Principal who has taken over?
13. There is no point being angry __________ the entire staff.
14. The excellent weather we have been having is good __________ the crops.
15. Since his childhood Arpit has been good ____________ dancing.
16. Irritated ___________ being kept waiting, the man yelled at the cashier.
17. Maya loves to put ________ an accent while speaking in English.
18. It was found that the cause ____________ the boat sinking was a hole in its base.
19. Though Raju and Ravi fight ____________ themselves they are united against attacks from outsiders.
20. Lavania was most interested _______ books.


c)	Fill in each blank with the appropriate form of the word given in brackets.
	(Do not write the sentence):

1. Mrs. Arnold’s letter continued to be fairly satisfactory. She ______1______ (declare) that she _______2_______ (is) better, that the air of Dover, where she _____3_______ (stay) with her mother was doing her good and that the doctor ______4_____ (hope) that she would recover in a few weeks.
	This sort of thing _____5______ (go) on for several mails, and sometimes Arnold was in boisterous spirits _______6_______ (look) forward to his wife’s return, while at others he plunged into the lowest depths of depression. Then at last one fatal evening, the English mail ______7_______ (bring) a letter from Mrs. Arnold saying she ____8____ (go) to London to see a specialist. She assured him that the doctor _____9______ (think) she ____10____ (gain) strength too slowly and that it would be wiser to have the best advice.
	
2. My own servant ______1______ (come) to me in the twilight, the muslin of his clothes _____2_____ (cling) to his drenched body. He told me that a gentleman ______3________ (call) and ______4_______ (wish) to see someone. Very much against my will, I _______5______ (go) into the drawing room telling my man to bring the lights. It seemed to me that I ______6_____ (see) a figure by one of the windows but when the lights _______7______ (come) there was nothing save the spikes of the rain without, and the smell of the ______8______ (drink) earth in my nostrils. I _____9_____ (explain) to my servant that he was no _____10______ (wise) than he ought to be and went back to the verandah.
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