1ST JUNE, 2020		JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE		 MODULE- 3
CLASS- VIII
ENGLISH LITERATURE
POEM- THE LISTENERS

INTRODUCTION

Walter de la Mare published "The Listeners" in 1912 as the title poem of his second collection of poetry. It remains one of his most famous pieces of writing, and reflects the author's fascination with mystery and the supernatural. The poem tells the story of an unnamed Traveller approaching an abandoned house seemingly inhabited by ghosts, but leaves the reader's many questions as to who these entities actually are unanswered.

LINES- 
'Is there anybody there?' said the Traveller,
Knocking on the moonlit door;
And his horse in the silence champed the grasses
Of the forest's ferny floor:
And a bird flew up out of the turret,
Above the Traveller's head

EXPLANATION-
The poem starts as a horseman, an unnamed figure, also called the Traveller, knocks on the door of a house in the moonlight and asks if there is anyone inside. He has come here because he has once promised someone in the house that he would visit him/ them. But the mansion is deserted, occupied only by birds and ghosts. This means that the person he had promised to visit is not there anymore. The Traveller's horse grazes in the quiet forest while the Traveller waits for a response from someone inside the house. A bird flies out of a small tower of the house and over the Traveller's head.

WORD MEANING-
Champed			chewed noisily
Ferny				covered with ferns



Answer the following questions.
Q1. Who are the listeners in "The Listerners"? Why were they called so?
Q2. How is the Traveller's second question different from the first one?
Q3. What are the only living things there?

LINES-
And he smote upon the door again a second time;
'Is there anybody there?' he said.
But no one descended to the Traveller;
No head from the leaf-fringed sill
Leaned over and looked into his grey eyes,
Where he stood perplexed and still.
But only a ghost of phantom listeners
That dwelt in the lone house then
Stood listening in the quiet of the moonlight
To that voice from the world of men.

EXPLANATION-
The Traveller knocks on the door again more forcefully and repeats his question. No one comes down from the house to meet him, however no one even leans out of the window, the sill which is covered with leaves, to look at him. He stands in place puzzled by the lack of an answer. Inside the house is a group of ghostly beings. These "listeners" stand in the moon light as they listen to the human voice coming from outside.

WORD MEANING-
Smote		-		struck
Preplexed	-		confused
Phantom	-		ghostly

Answer the following questons.
Q1. Why are the eyes of the Traveller described as 'grey'?
Q2. Identify two words used to give the poem an eerie atmosphere?
Q3. Why was he 'perplexed and still’?


LINES-
Stood thronging the faint moonbeams on the dark stair,
That goes down to the empty hall,
Hearkening in an air stirred and shaken
By the lonely Traveller's call.
And he felt in his heart their strangeness,
Their stillness answering his cry,
While his horse moved cropping the dark turf,

EXPLANATION-
The ghosts inside the house crowd around the staircase onto which moonlight streaks, as the quiet atmosphere in the empty house is disturbed by the sound of the Traveller's lonely voice. Outside, the Traveller senses a strange presence in the silence that meets his question. His horse, undisturbed continues to graze in the dark forest, the sky above full of stars and hidden by the trees.

WORD MEANING-
Thronging			crowding
Hearkening			hearing
Stirred				shaken
Cropping			grazing grass

Answer the following questions.
Q1. Where were the listeners when the Traveller was waiting for a response?
Q2. What does the poet mean by 'To that voice from the world of men'?
Q3. Why was the knocking on the door not answered?

LINES-
Neath the starred and leafy sky;
For he suddenly smote on the door, even
Louder, and lifted his head:-
'Tell them i came, and no one answered,
That I kept my word', he said. 
Never the least stir made listeners,
Though every word he spake
For echoing through the shadowiness of the still house

EXPLANATION-
The Traveller suddenly beats the door again, more loudly than before. He then calls out, asking whoever is listening to pass on a message: that no one answered him when he came to the house, but he kept his promise. The listeners don't make any motion in response to this. The Traveller's words reverberate through the dark, empty house, coming from the only living person around.

WORD MEANING-
Spake				spoke
Shadowiness			darkness
Still house			silent house

Answer the following questions.
Q1. What message doed the Traveller leave before going?
Q2. Who do you think are the inmates of the house?
Q3. Why had the Traveller gone there?

LINES-
From the one man left awake:
Ay, they heard his foot upon the stirrup
And the sound of iron on stone,
And how the silence surged softly backward,
When the piunging hoofs were gone.

EXPLANATION-
The phantom listeners hear him jump up onto his horse, and then the sound of the horse foot on the stone path as the Traveller rides. The silence of the forest quickly returnes as the sound of the horse's forceful riding fades away.
The poet creates a strange, eerie atmosphere by the use of likely words, phrases and situation. The turret suggests a medieval mansion; the birds show that the house is deserted; the starry night adds up to the atmosphere's eeriness; the unchecked trees and fern about the house confirm its solitude. 
The poem highlights the two words- the living i.e. the traveller and the dead i.e. the listeners. The poem basically tells us that the living and the dead are in a separate world and there is no way the dead can come back. Indirectly the poem tells us that a change is a must, nothing will be with you forever and thus time is valuable. The poem also teaches us to keep any promise which we make.		

Answer the following questions.
Q1. How does the poet create a strange and eerie atmosphere?
Q2. What does the poem teach us?
Q3. How does the poet describe the sounds of thee traveller's departure?
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Choose the correct answer.
1. Where is the setting of the poem?
(a) near a pond			(b) a small cabin by the beach
(c) at the top of a tower		(d) a moonlight evening at a dwelling in  a forest 

2. Which words below suggests that the owners of the house are dead?
(a) grey eyes			(b)faint  moonbeams
(b) birds flew up over traveller's head	(d) phantom listeners 

3. Who are the characters in the poem?
(a) The Traveller			(b) The horse
(c) The Phantom Listeners		(d) All of the above

4. Who are the listeners in the poem?
(a) The Traveller's friends		(b) The phantoms
(d) The village people		(d) owners of the house		

Explain the following.
1. the starry night
2. and he felt in his heart their strangeness
3. to that voice from the world of men
4. plunging hoofs were gone

Note – Please do all this work in your notebook which will be checked when school reopens. Please consider this importance.
***********
