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CLASS- VII
ENGLISH LITERATURE
POEM- WHERE THE MIND IS WITHOUT FEAR
								

INTRODUCTION-

In the previous chapter read that in 1913 Rabindranath Tagore won the Nobel Prize for his great work 'Gitanjali'. This poem 'Where The Mind Is Without Fear’ has appeared as poem 35 in the English Gitanjali in 1912, (It was originally written in Bangla in 1910). In 1917 Tagore read out the English version titled 'Indian Prayer' at the Indian National Congress session in Culcutta and in 2010 U.S. President Barak Obama quoted the lines of the poem in Indian Parliament. It is a pre-independent poem in which Tagore sketches a moving or touching picture of the nation he would like India to be.

LINES- 1- 4
Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high,
Where knowledge is free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments,
By narrow domestic walls;

EXPLANATION-
In these lines, the poet starts to imagine what he would like his country to be like. He says that he wishes his country to be one in which men can live without fear in their minds at all times. Instead, they should have confidence in themselves. Knowledge should be available to all citizens and there would be no distinctions among caste and creed that divides people into groups. All the various regions of India and their people should be united instead of fighting amongst themselves for supremacy. They should fight together against a common enemy to determine their common fate.

WORD MEANINGS:

Fragments			-	pieces
Narrow domestic walls	-	distinctions made on the basis of caste, creed, religion etc.

Answer the following questions.
Q1.What does the poet mean by 'the head is held high'?
Q2. What are the narrow domestic walls?
Q3. Name the form of the poem?
Q4. Explain what does the poet mean by 'where knowledge is free'.

LINES- 5- 8
Where words come out from the depth of truth,
Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way,
Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit;

EXPLANATION-
In these lines the poet says that in the India of his dreams, everyone should speak the truth. No one should lie for his own advantages. Every man should make an effort to improve himself and keep trying till he reaches a stage of self-perfection.  They must not blindly follow old habits but lives their lives with their good sense and logical thinking.

WORD MEANING-
Domestic	-	homely
Tireless	-	untiring
Striving	-	working hard
Dreary		-	dull

Answer the following questions.
Q1. Name the figure of speech used here in the lines 'Where the clear stream of reason'.
Q2.What do you understand by 'clear stream of reason'?
Q3. What is the mindset of Indian people in the poem?
Q4. What is the 'dead habit' according to the poet?

LINES- 9- 11
Where the mind is led forward by thee,
Into ever-widening thought and action-
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

EXPLANATION-
In these lines, the poet speaks directly to God. He wants his countrymen to be led by Him so that they broaden the horizon of both their thoughts and their actions. If they were to do so, than India would be transformed into heaven- a heaven where all the citizens would be truly free.

WORD MEANINGS:

Thee			-	you
Ever- widening	-	always improving

Answer the following questions.
Q1.Describe any two traits of character, the poet wants to include in his countrymen.
Q2. What does the poet mean by let my country awake?
Q3. Where does the poet want to be led?
Q4. Who is 'thee' here?
WORKSHEET

Write T for TRUE and F for FALSE statements.
1. People can achieve perfection with struggle.	...............
2. People are free, frank, fearless and live with dignity in India..............
3. People of India are never willing to accept new ideas on the basis of reason...................
4. Conservatism makes people unprogressive.	..................
5. The people of a free nation must not be dynamic and progressive...............

Choose the correct answer.
1. What is the poem about?
(a) Honesty			(b) Women empowerment
(c) Patriotism			(d) Literacy

2. How is the world broken into fragments?
(a) by fear				(b) by narrow domestic walls
(b) (c) by free knowledge		(d) none of these

3. Who is the poet of this poem?
(a) Tagore				(b) Gandhi
(b) Nehru				(d) Vivekanand

4. Where the mind is without ..........
(a) perfection			(b) knowledge
(c) pressure			(d) fear
	
5. Where the ................. is free.
(a) food				(b) knowledge
(b) (C) petrol			(d) mind

Answer the following questions in 10-20 words.
Q1. Where has the poem been taken from?
Q2. Which path did the poet choose?
Q3. What divides the world into parts?
Q4. How can people achieve perfection?
Q5. What should be without fear?

Note – Please do all this work in your notebook which will be checked when school reopens. Please consider this importance.
***********


SOLUTION TO WORKSHEET 2 UPLOADED ON 18TH MAY, 2020
Answer the following short questions.
1. Rabindranath Tagore was born on 7th May, 1861, at 6, Dwarkanath Tagore Lane, Jorasanko Thakur Bari in Calcutta.
2. Rabindranath Tagore's parents' names were Debendranath Tagore and Sarada Devi. He was the youngest child of his parents and grew up in a household of fourteen children.
3. Rabindranath Tagore went to England in 1878 to become Barrister.
4. Rabindranath Tagore was influenced by the craftwork of the Malanggan people, Haida carving from the west coast of Canada and woodcuts by Max Pechstein.
5. He got the Nobel Prize in literature in 1913 and received knighthood from the British Crown in 1915.
6. Apart from a painter he was a philosopher, playwright, novelist, and a composer.
7. The style of Tagore had certain peculiarities in aesthetic and colouring schemes, which distinguished it from those of the other artists.
8. Tagore founded an ashram at Santiniketan in 1901 and the institute for Rural Reconstruction in 1921.
9. In 1877, he became interested in classical literature.  At that time he was studying history, astronomy, modern science and Sanskrit.
10. Tagore spent the last four years of his life in constant pain and was bogged down by two long bouts of illness.


Fill in the blanks.

1. Bhanushingo 
2. Bhikharini 
3. Sandhya Sangit
4. Barrister 
5. University College London 
6. Mrinalini Devi 

Choose the Correct answer.
1. Visvabharti 
2. 1913
3. Debendranath 
4. Calcutta 
5. 7th April, 1941

Name the following ( from the story)

1. Pseudonym 
2. Comatose 
3. Composer 
4. Extended 
5. Founded 
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