1st June, 2020               JESUS AND MARY SCHOOL AND COLLEGE                  MODULE 3
CLASS 6
ENGLISH LITERATURE
ALADDIN AND THE WONDERFUL LAMP
INTRODUCTION
Dear Students, in this module we are going to study the chapter ‘Aladdin and the Wonderful Lamp’. Aladdin is a very popular fictional character. There are numerous stories about Aladdin and the magical lamp that he possessed. A ‘Genie’ or ‘Jinn’ who used to appear from the magical lamp, is also an important character of Aladdin tales. This particular story which we are going to read is an extract taken from a classic. The story describes how a magician tries to use an idle young boy Aladdin to get the possession of the wonderful magical lamp. So, let us start with the story.
EXPLANATION
Once upon a time, there lived a poor tailor Mustapha, who had a son called Aladdin. Aladdin was a very careless and idle boy, who used to do nothing but play all day long in the streets with other little idle boys like him. Aladdin’s father was very sad because of the idleness of his son, it grieved him so much that he died. Aladdin would still not correct his actions despite his mother’s tears and prayers.
One day, when he was playing in the streets as usual, when a stranger asked him his age and if were not the son of Mustapha, the tailor, to which Aladdin replied yes and told him that his father died a long while ago. On this the stranger, who was a famous magician, fell on his neck and kissed him and told him that he was his uncle and identified him (Aladdin) from his likeness to his brother (Mustapha). The stranger also told him to go and inform his mother that he is coming. Aladdin ran to his mother and told her of his newly found uncle.
Aladdin’s mother told him that his father had a brother, but she always thought he was dead. However, she prepared supper and told Aladdin to look for his uncle, who came with wine and fruits. He presently fell down and kissed the place where Mustapha used to sit, telling Aladdin’s mother not to be surprised at not having seen him before, as he had been out of the country for forty years. He then turned to Aladdin and asked him his trade, at which he hung down his head and his mother burst into tears. On learning that Aladdin was idle and would learn no work, he offered to buy a shop for him and fill it with merchandise. Next day, he bought Aladdin fine suit of clothes, and took him all over the city, showing him the beautiful sights of the city, and brought him home at nightfall to his mother, who was very happy to see her son so fine.
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The next day the magician led Aladdin into some beautiful gardens a long way outside the city gates. They sat down by a lovely fountain, and the magician pulled a cake from his girdle, which he divided between them. Then they journeyed onwards till they almost reached the mountains. Aladdin was very tired and he wanted to go back but the magician beguiled him with pleasant stories and led him on. At last they came to two mountains divided by a narrow valley. The magician told Aladdin that they would go no further and he was going to show him something wonderful, he asked Aladdin to gather up sticks while he kindled the fire. When it was lit, the magician threw on it a powder saying some magical words. The earth trembled a little and opened in front of them, disclosing a square flat stone with a brass ring in the middle to raise it by.
Aladdin tried to run away, but the magician caught him and gave him a blow that knocked him down. He asked his uncle piteously what he had done; whereupon the magician kindly told him not to fear anything and just obey him. He hold him that beneath that stone lies a precious treasure which was to his (Aladdin’s), and no one else may touch it, therefore he should follow exactly what he was saying. At the word treasure, Aladdin forgot his fears, and grasped the ring as he was told, saying the names of his father and grandfather. The heavy stone came quite easily and some steps appeared.
The magician told Aladdin to go down the steps and at the foot of the steps, he would find an open door leading into three large halls. He asked him to tuck up his gown and go through them without touching anything, or he would die instantly. The halls would lead him to a garden of fine fruit trees. He asked him to continue walking till he comes to shelf in a terrace where a lighted lamp would be standing. The magician required Aladdin to pour out the oil from the lamp and then bring it to him outside the cave.
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The magician drew a ring from his finger and gave it to Aladdin. Aladdin found everything as the magician had said, he also gathered some of the fruits off the trees and having got the lamp, arrived at the mouth of the cave. The magician cried out in a great hurry and asked Aladdin to make haste and give him the lamp, which Aladdin refused to do until he was out of the cave. The magician got terribly angry and saying something, threw more powder in the fire and the stone rolled back into its place leaving Aladdin trapped inside the cave.
After this, the magician left Persia forever, which simply shows that he was no uncle of Aladdin’s but a clever magician who had read in his magic book about this wonderful lamp and the possession of which would make him the most powerful man in the world. Though he knew the where to find it but he could only receive it from the hand of another. That is why he picked out the foolish Aladdin for his purpose, intending to kill him once he gets the lamp.
WORD MEANINGS
1. Idle 		- 	lazy, not working
2. Grieved 	- 	sad
3. Likeness 	- 	looking like something
4. Presently 	- 	at once
5. Merchandise   - 	goods
6. Beguiled 	- 	cheated
7. Kindle 		- 	light a fire
8. Disclosing 	- 	revealing
9. Grasped 	- 	held tightly
WORKSHEET NO. 3
Answer the following questions
1. How did Aladdin’s father die and why was his mother sad?
2. Who met Aladdin as he was playing on the streets and what kind of introduction did the man give of himself?
3. What did Aladdin’s mother tell him about his uncle?
4. How did the magician win the trust of Aladdin’s mother?
5. Where did the magician lead Aladdin to?
6. What kind of magic trick did the man show when the fire was lit and what appeared at that time?
7. What was Aladdin’s reaction to the magic trick happening? What did the magician do to Aladdin?
8. What made Aladdin forget his fears?
9. What were the instructions given to Aladdin as he descended the steps?
10. How was Aladdin trapped inside the cave?
Fill in the blanks
Next day the magician led Aladdin into some beautiful ……………….. a long way outside the city gates. They sat down a ……………….., and the magician pulled a cake from his ……………., which he divided between them. Then they journeyed onwards till they almost reached the …………….. . Aladdin was so tired that he begged to go back, but the magician ………………. him with pleasant stories.
Use the following words in sentences of your own
1. Presently
2. Beguiled
3. Treasure
4. Disclosing
5. Make haste
******************
SOLUTION TO WORKSHEET NO. 2 
UPLOADED ON 18TH MAY, 2020
Answer to the Short Questions:
1. Guru Nanak was the founder of Sikhism and the first of the people known as Sikhs.
2. Guru Nanak always tried to bring better understanding between people of different groups. He also tried to get people to give up caste prejudices.
3. Lalo was a poor, low-caste Hindu carpenter.
4. A wealthy landlord decided to invite all the four castes of Hindus – Brahmins, military, merchants and workers for a feast.
5. Guru Nanak refused the invitation because he did not believe in castes and considered all men equal.
6. Malik accused Nanak of ignoring his own caste and eating and staying with Lalo, a low-caste man.
7. Guru Nanak asked Malik to give him his share of rich food from his banquet. He also asked Lalo to bring him something from his stock of simple food.
8. When Guru Nanak squeezed both the food, milk flowed out from Lalo’s food and blood flowed out from Malik’s food.
9. The message of the story is that food earned by honest and hard work is pure and  much better than the impure food earned by cruelty and oppression of poor people.
10. Guru Nanak was a person of high values and morals. He did not believe in caste system and discrimination on its basis. He considered all men equal.
Words from the story which mean the same as phrases given
1. Bribery
2. Cultivators
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Oppression
4. Hatred
5. Caste
NOTE: Please do this work in your copies which will be checked once the school reopens.
***********
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