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Summary 
This is a story of two boys Kasia and Kapila.
Kapila was a young boy. When he grew up, he went to a rich man’s house to work. He was appointed for the job of cowherd. The rich man had a son named Kasia. Both were of the same age. Soon they become very good friends. Kasia often went along with Kapila to look after the cattle. 
One morning when both went to the field with the cattle, Kapila felt drowsy. He told his friend to look after the cattle until he woke up. 
Kapila soon fell fast asleep. The hot sun was upon his face. While he slept, a cobra came from the jungle and spread its hood upon his head, sheltered him from the sun’s rays. 
When Kasia saw the dreadful sight he started trembling. The snake went away when he saw Kasia .When Kapila woke, Kasia told him about the incident. Soon this news spread like a wildfire in the village. 
People thought that it was a good sign for Kapila. Some said that one day Kapila would become the king. 
One day, Kasia asked Kapila if he would forget him when he would become a king. Kapila replied ‘no’ and promised him to make him minister if he would become a king. 
Soon Kapila lost interest in cow herding and left the job. He went to Puri and lived on the charity of the pilgrims. 
One day, a king Bhanudeva came to him and asked about him. Kapila told him that he was a Kshatriya boy and was looking for a job somewhere. 
The king offered him a job and took him to the palace. Soon Kapila became the king’s personal caretaker. His gentle manners and hard work made him the King’s favourite. The King did not have any children so he adopted him as his own son. 
Kapila was carefully educated. He also learnt horsemanship, swordsmanship and archery and became the captain of the army. He won many battles and quickly rose in popularity. Soon he became the king and was known as Kapilendra Deva. 
When Kasia heard the news, he decided to meet Kapila. But Kasia found that it was not easy to enter the King’s palace. So he decided to enter as a thief. When he entered the palace at night he was caught and was taken in front of the King. King did not recognize his friend and asked him why he did so?  His friend told him about his boyhood days and snake incident.  The King embraced him and received him with great honour. 
The next day, he kept his promise and made Kasia his chief adviser and in this way they were again reunited. 
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EXERCISE –1 
Word meanings:-
1) Engaged 	–	given the job
2) Drawn towards each other -   began liking each other 
3) Midday	-	noon
4) Tremble 	–	shake with fear 
5) Spread like wildfire – travelled very quickly 
6) Gravely 	- 	thoughtfully 
7) Auspicious	 –	a good sign
8) Pleased 	–	happy 
9) Keep his word –	fulfill his promise 
10) By hook or by crook - in whatever way possible 
11) Musing 	–	thinking carefully about 
12) Wretched 	–	horrible 
EXERCISE – 2 
Question Answers
Q-1)  How did Kapila become Kasia’s friend? 
Ans)  Kapila became Kasia’s friend at his home when he came there to work as a cowherd.
Q-2) What did Kapila tell Kasia? 
Ans) Kapila told Kasia to look after the cattle until he woke up after taking a midday nap. 
Q-3) Where did the cobra come from and what did it do? 
Ans) The cobra came from the nearby jungle and spread its hood upon Kapila’s head and sheltered him from the sun’s rays. 
Q-4) What happened to Kasia when he saw the cobra? 
Ans)  Kasia stood still and started trembling when he saw the cobra. 
Q-5) Which news spread like wildfire in the village? 
Ans)  The news that cobra spread its hood over Kapila’s head and sheltered him from the sun’s rays spread like wildfire in the village. 
Q-6) What did people say to Kapila after the snake incident took place? 
Ans)  All the people said that it was a good sign for Kapila and one day he would become a king. 
Q-7) Where did Kapila go after he left the job? 
Ans)  Kapila went to Puri and wandered near the temple and lived on the charity of the pilgrims. 
Q-8) How did Kapila introduce himself to the King Bhanudeva? 
Ans)  Kapila introduced himself saying that he was a Kshatriya boy and was looking for work somewhere. 
Q-9) Why did Bhanudeva adopt him as his son? 
Ans)  His gentle manners, keen intelligence and hard work made him the King’s favourite. King also had no son so he adopted him as his own son. 
Q-10) What did Kapila promise to Kasia?
Ans)  Kapila promised that when he would become the king one day, he would make his friend Kasia his minister. 
EXERCISE – 3 
Fill in the blanks :-
1) Kapila was engaged to look after the cattle. 
2) When midday approached, Kapila could stand the heat no longer. 
3) He could do nothing but stand and tremble .
4) I must see the King by hook or by crook. 
5) That evening he sat for a long time musing  on a plan. 
EXERCISE – 4 
Make sentences:- 
1. Engaged     2.Midday     3.Tremble     4.Gravely     5.Auspicious     6.Pleased     7.Musing
